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Executive summary  

Further to document CE/126/12, the present document informs the Executive Council about the 

updated status of the consultations held with the members of the Commission for East Asia and the 

Pacific (CAP) and the Commission for South Asia (CSA) concerning the distribution of roles between 

RSOAP and the Regional Office in Shanghai, pursuant to resolution 785(XXVI) of the General 

Assembly. 

http://www.unwto.org/
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DRAFT DECISION1 
 

Agenda item 12 
Report on the Regional and Thematic Offices  

(document CE/126/12 Add.1) 
 

The Executive Council, 

Having examined the report on the status of the Regional and Thematic Offices, as well as Addendum 

1 thereto, 

(…) 

6. Takes note of the progress made in the consultations with the Governments of China and Japan 

regarding the distribution of roles between the Regional Office approved in principle for Shanghai and 

the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific in Japan; [to be deleted] 

7. Requests the Secretariat to submit to the Executive Council, when available, the result of the 

consultation requested by the General Assembly in its resolution 785(XXVI) to the joint meetings of the 

Commission for East Asia and the Pacific (CAP) and the Commission for South Asia (CSA) on the 

distribution of roles; [to be deleted] 

11. Requests the Secretariat to continue discussions with the Government of China on the legal, 

financial and administrative arrangements for the proposed Regional Office in Shanghai and with the 

Government of Japan on the reform of the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific, and to 

report periodically to the Executive Council on progress made. [to be replaced by the following] 

12. Takes note of the results of the consultations held with the members of the Commission for East 
Asia and the Pacific (CAP) and the Commission for South Asia (CSA), pursuant to resolution 
785(XXVI) of the General Assembly, regarding the distribution of roles between the Regional 
Office approved in principle for Shanghai and the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific 
in Japan; 

[Option 1] 

13. Considers that the consultations requested by the General Assembly in resolution 785(XXVI) 
have been completed; 

14. Authorizes the Secretary-General to prepare, finalize and sign, in collaboration with the 
Government of China, the Host Country Agreement for the establishment of the Regional Office 
in Shanghai, provided that it is in full compliance with the legal and operational framework 
governing UN Tourism Regional and Thematic Offices adopted by the General Assembly in its 
resolution 785(XXVI); 

[Option 2] 

 
 

1 This is a draft decision. For the final decision adopted by the Executive Council, please refer to the Decisions document 
issued at the end of the session. 
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13. Requests that further discussions be held with the members of the CAP-CSA on the distribution 
of roles between the Regional Office approved in principle for Shanghai and the Regional Support 
Office for Asia and the Pacific in Japan; 

14. Requests the Secretariat and the Government of China to continue with the preparation of the 
legal, financial and administrative arrangements for the establishment of the Regional Office in 
Shanghai, in accordance with the legal and operational framework adopted by the Assembly in 
its resolution 785(XXVI); 

15. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the Executive Council at its next session on 
the progress made. 
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I. Consultations in the CAP-CSA – distribution of roles of the Regional Support Office for 
Asia and the Pacific in Nara and the Regional Office in Shanghai  

1. Further to the information contained under sections II.D (China – Regional Office) and III (Reform 
of the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific) of document CE/126/12, the Secretariat 
circulated on 29 May 2026, through Note Verbale, the proposals received from both Japan and 
China concerning the intended distribution of the roles between the Regional Support Office for 
Asia and the Pacific (RSOAP) and the Regional Office in Shanghai to the members of the 
Regional Commission for East Asia and the Pacific (CAP) and the Regional Commission for 
South Asia (CSA).  

2. Through the same Note Verbale, the Secretariat invited the Members of CAP and CSA to 
examine the proposals and provide comments, if any, by 4 June 2026 at 18:00 (CET). 

3. Within the deadline, comments were received from China, the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
Japan. The comments are reproduced in Annex I to the present document. 

4. The present addendum is submitted in response to the request made by the General Assembly 
in resolution 785(XXVI) that the Secretary-General report to the Executive Council on the results 
of the discussions concerning the distribution of roles between the Regional Office in Shanghai 
and the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific in Japan. 

5. The Executive Council may wish to take note of the outcome of the consultations and is therefore 
invited to: 

(a) Consider the consultation process as completed and authorize the Secretary-General to 
prepare, finalize and sign, in collaboration with the Government of China, the Host Country 
Agreement for the establishment of the Regional Office in Shanghai, provided that it is in 
full compliance with the legal and operational framework governing UN Tourism Regional 
and Thematic Offices adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 785(XXVI); or 

(b) Request that further discussions be held with the members of CAP and CSA on the 
distribution of roles between the Regional Office in China and Regional Support Office in 
Japan. 

*** 

 

 

 

 

  

https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2026-06/CE126_12_Report_Regional_Thematic_Offices_En_1.pdf?VersionId=ErGvsgfpsxRKbZ61dOxuons4ToteoHAw
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Annex I: Comments received from CAP-CSA members on the proposals submitted by Japan and 

China on the distribution of roles between the Regional Support Office for Asia and the 

Pacific and the proposed Regional Office in Shanghai  

 

A. China 

The Ministry of Culture and Tourism of China would like to thank the Secretariat for the substantial 

work undertaken and hereby agrees to the proposals of the distribution of roles of the UN Tourism 

Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in Shanghai, and the Regional Support Office for Asia and the 

Pacific in Nara. 

  

It is our belief that upon its establishment, the Regional Office in Shanghai will support the work of the 

Secretariat, serve member states across the Asia-Pacific region, and make new contributions to the 

prosperous development of tourism in the region. 

 

B. Iran 

The Islamic Republic of Iran agrees, in principle, with the proposed mandates and area of work for 

both offices. We believe that strengthened cooperation and direct engagement with these regional 

institutions can play an important role in supporting sustainable tourism, enhancing regional 

cooperation, and fostering greater resilience across the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

In this regard, we would like to suggest the following areas of cooperation: 

1-      UN Tourism Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific(Shanghai, Chaina): 

-          Capacity-building initiatives for tourism stakeholders and local communities; 

-          Strengthening tourism governance and destination management practices; 

-          Smart tourism, digital transformation, and innovation in the tourism sector; 

-          Sustainable tourism development and environmental conservation. 

2-      Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific(Nara, Japan): 

-          Tourism resilience and crisis management, particularly in response to natural 

disasters and climate-related changes; 

-          Social sustainability and community-based  tourism development; 

-          Human resource development, professional training, and educational cooperation 

in tourism. 

 

We believe that cooperation in these areas would contribute meaningfully to the achievement 

of shared regional tourism objectives and would welcome opportunities for future 

collaboration. 
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C. Japan 

 

 

 

 


