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Executive summary  

This report provides updated information to the Executive Council on the status of UN Tourism 

Offices following the twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly. For clarity, it distinguishes 

between: (a) established and operational Offices; (b) Offices approved by the General Assembly and 

currently in the process of establishment; and (c) the reform of the Regional Support Office for Asia 

and the Pacific in Japan. 

http://www.unwto.org/
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DRAFT DECISION1 
 

Agenda item 12 
Report on the Regional and Thematic Offices  

(document CE/126/12 rev.1) 
 

The Executive Council, 

Having examined the report on status of the Regional and Thematic Offices, 

1. Takes note of the agreement between the Government of Morocco and UN Tourism on the 
provisional implementation of the Host Country Agreement concerning the Thematic Office on 
Innovation for Africa; 

2. Encourages the Government of Morocco to complete all remaining procedures required to allow 
the entry into force of the Host Country Agreement concerning the Thematic Office on Innovation 
for Africa; 

3. Encourages the Secretariat to continue to pursue the consultative process with Uruguay on the 
extension of the Cooperation Agreement between UN Tourism and the Ministry of Tourism of 
Uruguay beyond February 2027 and to report any progress made to the next session of the 
Executive Council; 

4. Takes note of the Agreement between the Republic of Uzbekistan and the World Tourism 
Organization on the establishment of the Thematic Office on Tourism on the Silk Road in 
Samarkand done on 8 November 2025, and of the cancellation of the Agreement between the 
Parties done on 2 July 2025; 

5. Encourages the Secretariat to continue to pursue the consultative and negotiation process with 
the Government of Uzbekistan on the financial and administrative requirements for the 
establishment of the Thematic Office on Tourism on the Silk Road in Samarkand pursuant to the 
mandate received by the General Assembly in its resolution 785(XXVI), in accordance with the 
legal and operational framework adopted in said resolution; 

6. Takes note of the progress made in the consultations with the Governments of China and Japan 
regarding the distribution of roles between the Regional Office approved in principle for Shanghai 
and the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific in Japan; 

7. Requests the Secretariat to submit to the Executive Council, when available, the result of the 
consultation requested by the General Assembly in its resolution 785(XXVI) to the joint meetings 
of the Commission for East Asia and the Pacific (CAP) and the Commission for South Asia (CSA) 
on the distribution of roles; 

8. Takes note of the signature on 20 November 2025 of the Memorandum of Cooperation between 
UN Tourism and the Japan Tourism Agency concerning the financial contribution for the 
operation and maintenance of the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific in Japan; 

9. Notes that the reform process of the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific in 
accordance with the conditions and criteria applicable to Category I entities pursuant to the 

 
 

1 This is a draft decision. For the final decision adopted by the Executive Council, please refer to the Decisions document 
issued at the end of the session. 
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mandate received by the General Assembly in resolution 656(XXI) with a view to integrating it 
fully into the legal and institutional framework of UN Tourism remains ongoing; 

10. Recalls the mandate received from the General Assembly in resolution 785(XXVI) that any legal, 
financial and administrative arrangements concerning the Regional Support Office for Asia and 
the Pacific become legally binding for both UN Tourism and Japan in accordance with the 
conditions and criteria applicable to Category I entities adopted in resolution 656(XXI) for its full 
integration into UN Tourism’s legal and institutional framework as a Category I entity; and 

11. Requests the Secretariat to continue discussions with the Government of China on the legal, 
financial and administrative arrangements for the proposed Regional Office in Shanghai and with 
the Government of Japan on the reform of the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific, 
and to report periodically to the Executive Council on progress made. 
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I. Status of established Offices  

A. Saudi Arabia – Regional Office for the Middle East 

1. The Regional Office for the Middle East is established in the city of Riyadh pursuant to the Host 
Country Agreement between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the World Tourism Organization 
done in Tbilisi, Georgia, on 17 September 2020, following the authorization received by the 
Executive Council in decision 5(CXII) adopted at its 112th session ratified by the General 
Assembly in resolution 740(XXIV) adopted at its 24th session. 

2. Information on the implementation of activities for the Regional Office for the Middle East can be 
found in document CE/126/4. 

B. Brazil – Regional Office for the Americas 

3. The Regional Office for the Americas is established in the city of Rio de Janeiro pursuant to the 
Host Country Agreement between the Federative Republic of Brazil and the World Tourism 
Organization done in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on 19 October 2023, following the authorization 
received by the General Assembly in resolution 763(XXV) adopted at its 25th session. 

4. At its 26th session, through resolution 785(XXVI), the General Assembly further approved the 
following two supplementary agreements: the Protocol between the Federative Republic of Brazil 
and the World Tourism Organization concerning the Annual Financial Contribution by Brazil to 
UN Tourism for the Regional Office for the Americas, done on 26 January 2024, and the 
Agreement between the Federative Republic of Brazil and the World Tourism Organization 
concerning for the Financial and Administrative Arrangements of the Regional Office for the 
Americas, done on 1 November 2024. 

5. With the completion of the conditions established for the entry into force of the Host Country 
Agreement, the Regional Office for the Americas commenced operations in March 2025. 

6. Information on the implementation of activities for the Regional Office for the Americas can be 
found in document CE/126/4.   

II. Progress on the establishment of Offices 

A. Morocco – Thematic Office on Innovation for Africa 

7. At its 26th session, through resolution 785(XXVI), the General Assembly approved the following 
agreements: the Host Country Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco 
and the World Tourism Organization on the establishment of the UN Tourism Thematic Office on 
Innovation for Africa in the Kingdom of Morocco, done on 28 January 2025, and the Agreement 
between the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco and the World Tourism Organization 
relating to the financial and administrative arrangements of the UN Tourism Thematic Office on 
Innovation for Africa in the Kingdom of Morocco, done on 29 May 2025. 

8. At the same session, the General Assembly encouraged the Government of Morocco to complete 
all remaining procedures required to allow the entry into force of the Host Country Agreement 
concerning the Thematic Office on Innovation for Africa. 

9. On 20 April 2026, the Secretariat received a Note Verbale from the Embassy of the Kingdom of 
Morocco in Madrid enclosing a communication from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs proposing UN 
Tourism to apply provisionally the Host Country Agreement pending its entry into force upon 
receipt of the reply from UN Tourism. In accordance with its Article 10(2), the Host Country 
Agreement may be provisionally applied through an Exchange of Notifications between the 
Parties. 

10. On 21 April 2026, the Secretariat replied to the Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco conveying 
the acceptance by UN Tourism of the Government’s proposal, it being understood, however, that 
the Host Country Agreement would be applied by the Parties, without prejudice to the completion 

https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-12/A24_Resolutions_En_8.pdf?VersionId=EFkYWYlpouK.bKMqZKIG0wGJjAxvSiV.
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2023-11/A25_Resolutions_En.pdf?VersionId=UUTl0Ec040H_pNflLo.73B2xVlNcaUTQ
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2026-01/A26_Resolutions_En_final.pdf?VersionId=KTasRlRRQWP3YBBAQimIMx86DKmF0aq2
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2026-01/A26_Resolutions_En_final.pdf?VersionId=KTasRlRRQWP3YBBAQimIMx86DKmF0aq2
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of the requirements by the Government for its formal entry into force pursuant to General 
Assembly resolution 785(XXVI), and that, during the period of provisional implementation, the 
commencement of any activities at the Office and the recruitment of Office personnel will take 
effect upon the entry into force of the Host Country Agreement. 

11. The Executive Council is invited to take note of the agreement between the Government of the 
Kingdom of Morocco and UN Tourism on the provisional implementation of the Host Country 
Agreement entered into through an Exchange of Notifications held on 20 and 21 April 2026. 

12. As of the date of this report, the Secretariat has not yet received the written notification by the 
Government of Morocco of the completion of its internal procedures necessary for the Host 
Country Agreement to enter into force. 

13. The Secretariat shall keep the Member States duly informed of further progress regarding this 
matter. 

B. Uruguay – Tourism Law Observatory for Latin America and the Caribbean (Thematic 
Office) 

14. At its 26th session, through resolutions 777(XXVI) and 785(XXVI), the General Assembly 
approved the following agreements: the Cooperation Agreement between the World Tourism 
Organization and the Ministry of Tourism of Uruguay for the Tourism Law Observatory for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, done on 3 September 2024, and the Agreement between the World 
Tourism Organization and Uruguay on the interim legal status of the Tourism Law Observatory 
for Latin America and the Caribbean in Montevideo done through an Exchange of Letters held 
on 2 and 11 September 2025. 

15. With a view to allowing the Tourism Law Observatory to commence its operations at the 
beginning of 2025, the Executive Council authorized the Secretary-General, subject to ratification 
by the General Assembly, to conclude an agreement with the Government of Uruguay providing 
for the mutatis mutandis and ad interim application to the Organization of the provisions of 
another host country agreement concerning an office of a United Nations entity based in Uruguay, 
in line with a practice in Uruguay with other United Nations entities pending the negotiation and 
conclusion of a bilateral host country agreement. 

16. At its 123rd session, in decision 7(CXXIII), the Executive Council took note of the agreement 
reached between the Secretariat and the Government of Uruguay to apply to UN Tourism, on a 
mutatis mutandis basis, the provisions of the Standard Basic Assistance Agreement between 
UNDP and Uruguay, done on 12 December 1985. This agreement on the interim legal status of 
the Observatory was formalized through the Exchange of Letters of 2 and 11 September 2025, 
pending the conclusion of a permanent Host Country Agreement. 

17. On 10 April 2026, the Organization and the Ministry of Tourism of Uruguay agreed to extend until 
28 February 2027 the Cooperation Agreement done on 3 September 2024. 

18. As of the date of the present report, negotiations on a permanent Host Country Agreement 
between UN Tourism and Uruguay are subject to the extension of the Cooperation Agreement 
beyond February 2027. 

19. The Secretariat shall keep the Member States duly informed of further progress regarding this 
matter. 

C. Uzbekistan – Thematic Office on Tourism on the Silk Road 

20. The Host Country Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the 
World Tourism Organization on the establishment of the Thematic Office on Tourism on the Silk 
Road in Samarkand was done on 2 July 2025, following the authorization received at the 123rd 
session of the Executive Council through decision 7(CXXIII), and was subsequently submitted to 
the 26th session of the General Assembly, which approved it in resolution 785(XXVI). 

https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2026-01/A26_Resolutions_En_final.pdf?VersionId=KTasRlRRQWP3YBBAQimIMx86DKmF0aq2
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2026-01/A26_Resolutions_En_final.pdf?VersionId=KTasRlRRQWP3YBBAQimIMx86DKmF0aq2
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2025-06/CE123_Decisions_En_1.pdf?VersionId=7KZPSXSF71T5PS9WMv12mRWfe5_6B_qa
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2026-01/A26_Resolutions_En_final.pdf?VersionId=KTasRlRRQWP3YBBAQimIMx86DKmF0aq2
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21. At the request of Uzbekistan, the Host Country Agreement was signed a second time on 8 
November 2025, immediately after the 124th session of the Executive Council. While the content 
of this second version is the same as that signed on 2 July 2025, there is no provision expressly 
cancelling or replacing the original Host Country Agreement. The Report of the Secretary-
General on the status of Regional and Thematic Offices addressed to the 26th session of the 
General Assembly (A/26/8 rev.1), and considered by the 124th session of the Executive Council, 
could not be revised to include the request of Uzbekistan and simply submitted the Host Country 
Agreement signed on 2 July 2025 for consideration by the Governing Bodies. Accordingly, there 
are two versions of the same Host Country Agreement bearing different dates, with only the 
version done on 2 July 2025 having received the approval of the General Assembly. 

22. In accordance with Article 14(1), the Host Country Agreement shall enter into force upon the 
fulfilment of the following conditions: (i) approval by the Executive Council, pending ratification 
by the General Assembly pursuant to Article 12 of the Statutes, (ii) written notification by the 
Government of Uzbekistan of the completion of its internal legal requisites necessary for it to 
become effective, and (iii) the entry into force of the supplementary agreement on the financial 
and administrative arrangements of the Office. 

23. On 22 April 2026, the Secretariat received a Note Verbale from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Uzbekistan informing UN Tourism about the completion by Uzbekistan of the internal procedures 
necessary for the entry into force of the Host Country Agreement signed on 8 November 2025 – 
rather than the Host Country Agreement done on 2 July 2025 and approved by the General 
Assembly. 

24. On 10 June 2026, the Secretariat received a communication from the Government of Uzbekistan 
cancelling the Host Country Agreement done on 2 July 2025. The Executive Council is therefore 
invited to take note of this communication and that the Host Country Agreement dated 8 
November 2025 replaces and supersedes in its entirety the Host Country Agreement dated 2 
July 2025. 

25. Furthermore, and in accordance with resolution 785(XXVI), the Secretariat and the Government 
of Uzbekistan are currently working on the financial and administrative arrangements of the 
Thematic Office on Tourism on the Silk Road in Samarkand (hereinafter “the Agreement for the 
Financial and Administrative Arrangements”), in order to align them with the Legal and 
Operational Framework and submit them to the Executive Council for approval. 

D. China – Regional Office 

26. Following the adoption of resolution 785(XXVI), whereby the General Assembly, at its 26th 
session, approved the proposal of the Government of China to establish a Regional Office in 
Shanghai, subject to further discussions at the joint meetings of the Regional Commission for 
East Asia and the Pacific (CAP) and the Regional Commission for South Asia (CSA) on the 
distribution of roles between the proposed Regional Office in China and the Regional Support 
Office for Asia and the Pacific (RSOAP) in Japan, the Secretariat has opened consultations with 
the Governments of China and Japan with a view to preparing a proposal on such distribution of 
roles for consideration by CAP-CSA and thereafter by the Executive Council. As of the expiry of 
the deadline, comments were received from three Member States: China, Iran and Japan. For 
further information, see the Addendum to the present report in CE/126/12 Add.1. 

27. In parallel, the Secretariat has continued discussions with the Government of China on the legal, 
financial and administrative arrangements required for the establishment and operation of the 
proposed Regional Office in accordance with the Legal and Operational Framework on the 
Selection and Establishment of Regional and Thematic Offices adopted by the General Assembly 
in resolution 785(XXVI). 

III. Reform of the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific 

28. Following resolution 785(XXVI), the Secretariat and the Government of Japan have continued 
discussions with a view to integrating the Regional Support Office for Asia and the Pacific 
(RSOAP) fully into UN Tourism’s legal and institutional framework as a Category I entity, in 
accordance with resolution 656(XXI). 

https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2025-11/A26_8_Report%20on%20Regional%20and%20thematic%20offices_rev1_En_0.pdf?VersionId=WKdMIfKqCBWFUqxt7niI0mdKCRfhcFwT
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2026-01/A26_Resolutions_En_final.pdf?VersionId=KTasRlRRQWP3YBBAQimIMx86DKmF0aq2
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2026-01/A26_Resolutions_En_final.pdf?VersionId=KTasRlRRQWP3YBBAQimIMx86DKmF0aq2
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2026-01/A26_Resolutions_En_final.pdf?VersionId=KTasRlRRQWP3YBBAQimIMx86DKmF0aq2
https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/imported_images/42646/a21_res_final_en_0.pdf
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29. In this context, and further to the approval by the General Assembly of the Arrangements between 
the Japan Tourism Agency and the World Tourism Organization concerning the legal and 
operational framework of RSOAP as an interim measure, the Parties signed on 20 November 
2025 a Memorandum of Cooperation detailing the terms governing the financial contribution from 
Japan for the operation and maintenance of RSOAP. 

30. This Memorandum of Cooperation complements the interim arrangements approved by the 
General Assembly and constitutes a further step in the reform process of RSOAP. However, 
further legal, financial and administrative steps remain necessary in order to complete the full 
integration of RSOAP into UN Tourism’s legal and institutional framework as a Category I entity. 

31. The Executive Council is invited to take note of the Memorandum of Cooperation between UN 
Tourism and the Japan Tourism Agency done on 20 November 2025. 

32. In addition, the Secretariat and the Government of Japan have continued consultations 
concerning the distribution of roles between RSOAP and the Regional Office in Shanghai, with a 
view to ensuring complementarity, avoiding duplication and preserving the coherence of UN 
Tourism’s presence in Asia and the Pacific. 

33. The Secretariat has received proposals from both Japan and China on the intended distribution 
of the roles between RSOAP and the proposed Regional Office in Shanghai on 19 March 2026 
and 12 March 2026 respectively and has circulated these to the members of the CAP-CSA for 
their feedback. Both proposals are included as Annex I hereto. For information concerning the 
status of consultations, see the Addendum to the present report in CE/126/12 Add.1. 

*** 
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Annex I: Proposal from Japan and China on the distribution of roles between the Regional 

Support Office for Asia and the Pacific and the proposed Regional Office in Shanghai  
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